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Question   37:  
What do you understand by the word 
“suffered”?  
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Answer 37:  
That during his whole life on earth, but 
especially at the end, Christ sustained in 
body and soul the wrath of God against the 
sin of the whole human race. This he did in 
order that, by his suffering as the only 
atoning sacrifice, he might deliver us, body 
and soul, from eternal condemnation, and gain 
for us God’s grace, righteousness, and 
eternal life. 
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3He was despised and rejected by men, a man 
of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not 4Surely he took up 
our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, 
and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.   
   Isaiah 53:3-5 
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6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way; and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
   Isaiah 53:6 
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24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were like sheep going astray, 
but now you have returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls.   
   I Peter 2:24-25 
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18For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but 
made alive by the Spirit,    
   I Peter 3:18 
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36Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God’s wrath remains on him.”   
  John 3:36 
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Question   38:  
Why did he suffer “under Pontius Pilate” as 
judge? 
Answer 38: 
So that he, though innocent, might be 
condemned by an earthly judge, and so free us 
from the severe judgment of God that was to 
fall on us. 
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4Then Pilate announced to the chief priests 
and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge 
against this man….” 13Pilate called together the 
chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14and 
said to them, “You brought me this man as one 
who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have 
examined him in your presence and have found 
no basis for your charges against him. 15Neither 
has Herod, for he sent him back to us;  
   Luke 23:4, 13-15 
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20Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to 
them again. 21But they kept shouting, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” 22For the third time he spoke 
to them: “Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no grounds for 
the death penalty. Therefore I will have him 
punished and then release him.” 
   Luke 23:20-22 
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19While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his 
wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything 
to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered 
a great deal today in a dream because of him…” 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, 
but that instead an uproar was starting, he took 
water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he 
said. “It is your responsibility!” Mt. 27:19, 24 
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 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
   2 Corinthians 5:21 
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Question   39:  
Is it significant that he was “crucified” 
instead of dying some other way? 
Answer 39: 
Yes. By this I am convinced that he 
shouldered the curse which lay on me, 
since death by crucifixion was cursed by God. 
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13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”
   Galatians 3:13 
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1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of 
life set me free from the law of sin and 
death. 3For what the law was powerless to do in 
that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God 
did by sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful man to be a sin offering.   
   Romans 8:1-3 
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