
Heidelberg Catechism 

Part 2: Deliverance 
Lord’s Day 18 

Question and Answer 46-49  
 



Heidelberg Catechism 
Lord’s Day 18 

Question   46:  
What do you mean by saying, “He ascended 
to heaven”?  
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Answer 46:  
That Christ, while his disciples watched, was 
taken up from the earth into heaven and 
remains there on our behalf until he comes 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
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1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about 
all that Jesus began to do and to teach  
2  until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen. 3  After his 
suffering, he showed himself to these men and 
gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 
He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  
   Acts 1:1-3 
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9  After he said this, he was taken up before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 10  They were looking intently up into the 
sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11  "Men of 
Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven."    Acts 1:9-11 
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50  When he had led them out to the vicinity of 
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them.  51  While he was blessing them, he left 
them and was taken up into heaven.  52  Then 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy.  
   Luke 24:50-52 
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Question   47:  
But isn’t Christ with us until the end of the 
world as he promised us? 
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Answer 47:  
Christ is true human and true God. In his 
human nature Christ is not now on earth; 
but in his divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit 
he is never absent from us. 
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19  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your 
sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing 
may come from the Lord, 20  and that he may 
send the Christ, who has been appointed for 
you--even Jesus. 21  He must remain in heaven 
until the time comes for God to restore 
everything, as he promised long ago through his 
holy prophets.  
   Acts 3:19-21 
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16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor to be with you forever-- 
17  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
But you know him, for he lives with you and will 
be in you. 18  I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. 19  Before long, the world will not 
see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live.      John 14:16-19 
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18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20  and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age."  
   Matthew 28:18-20 
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Question   48:  
If his humanity is not present wherever his 
divinity is, then aren’t the two natures of 
Christ separated from each other?  
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Answer 48:  
Certainly not. Since divinity is not limited 
and is present everywhere, it is evident that 
Christ’s divinity is surely beyond the bounds 
of the humanity that has been taken on, but at 
the same time his divinity is in and remains 
personally united to His humanity. 
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1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  2  He 
was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him 
all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made… 14  The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One 
and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  
   John 1:1-3, 14 
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Question   49:  
How does Christ’s ascension to heaven 
benefit us?  
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Answer 49:  
First, he is our advocate in heaven in the 
presence of his Father. 
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1  My dear children, I write this to you so that 
you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  
  1 John 2:1 
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34  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who 
died--more than that, who was raised to life--is 
at the right hand of God and is also interceding 
for us.  
  Romans 8:34 
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Answer 49:  
Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a 
sure pledge that Christ our head will also take 
us, his members, up to himself. 
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1  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God; trust also in me. 2  In my Father's house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 
you. 3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am. 4  You know the way 
to the place where I am going."  
  John 14:1-3 
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Answer 49:  
Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a 
corresponding pledge. By the Spirit’s power 
we seek not earthly things but the things 
above, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right 
hand. 
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1  Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. 2  Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3  For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. 4  When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory.  
  Colossians 3:1-4 
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20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables 
him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body.   
   Philippians 3:20-21 
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