“Faith Alone”
Romans 4:1-8

“Faith Alone”
1. Faith of Abraham.
What then shall we say that Abraham, our
forefather, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact,
Abraham was justified by works, he had something to
boast about--but not before God. 3 What does the
Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness."
Romans 4:1-3
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The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your
country, your people and your father's household and
go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a
great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 4 So
Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set
Genesis 12:1-4
out from Haran.
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After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram
in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your very great reward." 2 But Abram said, "O
Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I
remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is
Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have
given me no children; so a servant in my household will
be my heir." 4 Then the word of the LORD came to
him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming
from your own body will be your heir."
Genesis 15:1-4
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He took him outside and said, "Look up at the
heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count
them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring
be." 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it
to him as righteousness.
Genesis 15:5-6
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By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going.
9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
Hebrews 11:8-10
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Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness." 7 Understand, then,
that those who believe are children of Abraham. 8 The
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in
advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed
through you." 9 So those who have faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Galatians 3:6-9
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He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of
the Spirit.
Galatians 3:14
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1. Faith of Abraham.
2. Difference between Faith and Works.
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited
to him as a gift, but as an obligation.
5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts
God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as
Romans 4:4-5
righteousness.
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But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:4-7
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I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God,
for if righteousness could be gained through the law,
Christ died for nothing!"
Galatians 2:20-21
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What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?
15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and
daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you
well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about
his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way,
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is
dead.
James 2:14-17
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The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this.
First he says: 16 "This is the covenant I will make with
them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in
their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.”
(Jeremiah 31:33) 17 Then he adds: "Their sins and
lawless acts I will remember no more."
Hebrews 10:15-17
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But someone will say, "You have faith; I have
deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will
show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that
there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe
that--and shudder.
James 2:18-19
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You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith
without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor
Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he
offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his
faith and his actions were working together, and his
faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the
scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and
he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a person is
justified by what he does and not by faith alone.
James 2:20-24
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"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious
wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do
people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from
thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit,
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit
Matthew 7:15-20
you will recognize them.
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“Faith Alone”
1. Faith of Abraham.
2. Difference between Faith and Works.
3. It is not faith that saves but the object of your
faith that saves.
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David says the same thing when he speaks of the
blessedness of the man to whom God credits
righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are they
whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered. 8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will
never count against him."
Romans 4:6-8
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You are all sons of God through faith in Christ
Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise.
Galatians 3:26-29
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"For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the
name of God's one and only Son.
John 3:16-18
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The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot
and stay near it." 30 Then Philip ran up to the
chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the
prophet. "Do you understand what you are
reading?" Philip asked. 31 "How can I," he said,
"unless someone explains it to me?" So he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
Acts 8:29-31
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"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to
me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and in your name drive out demons and
perform many miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly,
'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'
Matthew 7:21-23
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